
T H E  B E C K E T  

P L AY:
The medieval  s tory 

and the workshops



T H E  B E C K E T  P L AY
S T  C L E M E N T S ' S  C H U R C H ,  S A N D W I C H :

T H E  S T O RY :

Becket sai ls back from exile in France



T H O M A S  

B E C K E T  

L A N D S  AT  

S A N DW I C H

1st December 1170



T H O M A S  

B E C K E T  R I D E S  

B A C K  T O  

C A N T E R B U RY

I N  1 1 7 0 .

Late medieval pilgr im 

badge.



B E C K E T  I S  

M U R D E R E D  I N  

C A N T E R B U RY  

C AT H E D R A L  

2 9 t h D e c e m b e r  1 1 7 0



M I R A C L E S  W E R E  

R E P O R T E D  A T  

B E C K E T ’ S  T O M B .

H e  b e c a m e  

S t  T h o m a s  B e c k e t  

i n  1 1 7 3 .



B E C K E T  S AV E S  T H E  L I F E  O F  A DA M  T H E  F O R E S T E R

C A N T E R B U RY  C A T H E D R A L  M I R A C L E  W I N D O W S



T H E  B E C K E T  P L AY :

S T  C L E M E N T ’ S  C H U R C H  

M E D I E VA L  A N I M A L  H U N T

1 s t A u g u s t

C h i l d ’ s  c o m m e n t :  ‘ I  f o u n d  5 9 ! ’



S H I E L D  M A K I N G
a n d  m a k i n g  f r i e n d s

C h i l d ’ s  c o m m e n t :  ‘ K e e p  u p ,  
I ’ m  f l y i n g ! ’
P a r e n t ’ s  c o m m e n t :  ‘ S u c h  a  
p l e a s u r e  t o  s e e  e v e r y o n e  
g r o w i n g  a n d  b l o s s o m i n g  a s  
t h e  w e e k  p r o g r e s s e d . ’



S A N DW I C H  
M E D I E VA L  C E N T R E

2 n d &  3 r d A u g u s t

P a r e n t ’ s  c o m m e n t :  ‘ I t ’ s  s o  r e w a r d i n g  
s e e i n g  t h e  c h i l d r e n  ( a n d  

a d u l t s )  g e t  i m m e r s e d .’



S A N DW I C H
G U I L D H A L L  M U S E U M

4 t h A u g u s t

P a r e n t ’ s  c o m m e n t :  ‘ S u c h  a n
i n f o r m a t i v e  a n d  b r i l l i a n t  t i m e  w h i c h  

a l l  t h e  c h i l d r e n  c a n  i n  e n g a g e  
i n a n d e n j o y  n o  m a t t e r  w h a t  

d i s a b i l i t y  o r  q u i r k ,  a s  w e  c a l l  i t  i n  
o u r  h o u s e . ’



C O S T U M E S

C h i l d ’ s  c o m m e n t :  
‘ Yo u  k n o w  t h i n g s  
a r e  g e t t i n g  c l o s e  
w h e n  w i n g s  a r e  
b e i n g  a t t a c h e d . ’



B A N N E R S

C h i l d ’ s  c o m m e n t :  
‘ j u s t  b r i l l i a n t . ’



R E H E A R S A L S

P a r e n t s ’  c o m m e n t s :  ‘ a n  a m a z i n g  a d v e n t u r e ,  
y o u  g a v e  t h e  k i d s  a  c h a n c e  t o  m a k e  
f r i e n d s ,  h a v e  f u n ,  a n d  l e a r n  w h a t  t h e y  
r e a l l y  c a n  d o . ’ - ‘ I  w i s h  m o r e  a c t i v i t i e s  f o r  
t h i s  k i n d  o f  c h i l d  c o u l d  b e  o r g a n i s e d . ’

C h i l d r e n ’ s  c o m m e n t s :  ‘ C a n  w e  d o  a n o t h e r  

p l a y ? ’ - ‘ We  c o u l d  d o  S h a k e s p e a r e ! ’



T H A N K  YO U  E V E RYO N E !
Best wishes, always,

Penny, Diane, and Martin

Dr Diane Heath diane.heath@canterbury.ac.uk


